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Preface

China 1s home to a vast, surpassingly beautiful territory with a
variety of natural landscapes. As of 2019, China has established
474 national nature reserves, 897 national forest parks, 1,051 scenic
and historic areas, 613 geoparks, and 111 special marine protected
areas (marine parks), which have become tourist hot spots for both
domestic and foreign travelers.

In 2005, a committee of 200 scientists, sociologists, writers,
and photographers selected 114 sites that best reflect the natural
splendor of China from a pool of 500 candidates. This exhibition
1s a collection of photographs of these pristine landscapes divided
into 15 categories—mountains, lakes, deserts, Danxia landforms,
peak forests, yardangs, canyons, waterfalls, glaciers, forests, coasts,
wetlands, caves, grasslands, and i1slands—displaying China’s natural
beauty to the world.
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Mountains

Cotmgily A 5% “Mount Gongga” Photo by Wang Jianjun
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Mount Gongga 1s the main peak of the Daxue Range located south of the city of Kangding in Sichuan province. At 7,556
meters above sea level, it is also the highest peak in the Hengduan Mountain range. Known as the “King of Sichuan
Mountains”, it is also the highest peak in the province, and has been dubbed one of China’s ten most beautiful mountains.




(ERFIENNE ) SREYE “Mount Qomolangma” Photo by Zhang Chaoyin

hASPAEE T S L LKA 9, £ TPEHSRAREEE L, 4 Mount Qomolangma is the main peak of the Himalayas on the border between China and Nepal. Its
METEARASGELRRLEA, AfRERLARREA., € 2GR northern part is in Tingri, Tibet, while its southern slopes lie in Nepal. it is the world’s tallest peak
Ry L, TG S8844 43K (20055 & ), #IFA “PEZKEMN at 8,844.43 meters above sea level according to a 2005 measurement, and one of China’s ten most
+ARKEL" Z—, beautiful mountains.
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“Meili Snow Mountain” Photo by Shi Ming

Meili Snow Mountain is a massive chain running north-south 150 km within the border of Zayii county, Tibet and
Diging Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan. Its tallest peak is Kawakarpo, which rises to 6,740 meters and is
surrounded by 13 peaks each higher than 6,000 meters. Meili Snow Mountain is known as one of China’s ten most
beautiful mountains.
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“Huangshan”
Photo by Sun Zhongmin

Huangshan Mountain is located within the city of
Huangshan in Anhui. It has 72 peaks, the largest of which
is the 1.864.8-meter-high Lotus Peak. Huangshan is known
for 1ts miraculous granite landscapes, which include peculiar
pines, cloud-tipped peaks, stunning sunrises and sunsets,
“Buddha’s Light” rings, and rimes. Huangshan has been
called one of China’s ten most beautiful mountains.
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CZRIlly AEre % “Mount Tai” Photo by Xue Yao

FLETPELEL PR, RETHEEL, Fa, SHE=T=H, £§ Mount Tai stretches across three cities in eastern Shandong province: Tai’an, Jinan, and Zibo. The main peak, Jade Emperor Peak,
EE2TEHISTA, ZFLALAREMIARE, S PETHREFTE rises 1,532.7 meters above sea level. Mount Tai, which is known as one of China’s ten most beautiful mountains, has great cultural
TR, #FA "PERENTAREL” 22—, importance as well, as it is a major ceremonial place for the emperor to worship Heaven and Earth in ancient China.
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“Mount Emei”
Photo by Tian Jieyan

Mount Emei sits along the southwest margins of the Sichuan
basin 7 km away from Emei city. It is one of the “Four
Sacred Mountains of Buddha™ and its main peak, Wanfo
Summit (Ten-Thousand Buddhas Summit), rises 3,099
meters above sea level. The 2,000-meter upward sweep of
the main peak’s cliff gives the mountain a grandiose profile.
Mount Emei is one of China’s ten most beautiful mountains.
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“Qinghai Lake”
Photo by Ge Yuxiu
Qinghai Lake, China’s largest interior lake, 1s

a salt lake located in the eastern portion of the
Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau within the province of

Qinghai. Its surface 1s 3,260 meters above sea
level, its total area is 4,340 square km, and it has
a shoreline more than 360 km long. It 1s known
as one of China’s five most beautiful lakes.




